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Plant Green and Get Green 
Austin Utilities offers $10 rebates for the purchase of qualifying trees from 
select nurseries. According to the U.S. Department of Energy, carefully po-
sitioned trees can save up to 25% of a household’s energy consumption for 
heating and cooling. Not only that, trees clean the environment. One acre 
of trees provides enough oxygen for 18 people for one year and absorbs as 
much CO2 as a car produces by driving 26,000 miles. Planting trees makes 
sense for your pocketbook, your family’s health and for the future of the 
environment. 
 

Where to Plant a Tree  
Follow these basic rules and 
you will save energy and 
money on your utility bills: 
 

Plant deciduous (leaf-shedding) 
trees on the south and west 
sides of your home and: 
• Provide energy saving shade 
and save on your utility bill. 
• Reduce the demand on your 
air-conditioning system in sum-
mer months. 
• Allow sunshine to warm your 
home during winter months. 
 

Plant evergreen trees on the 
north and west sides of your 
home and: 
• Create a windbreak that 
blocks cold winter winds. 
• Save energy and money on 
your heating bill. 
• Ease the load on your home 
heating system. 
 

Before you plant, remember to: 
• Call before you dig! Gopher 
State One-Call 811. 
• Locate your trees the proper 
distance from your home. 
• Avoid placing trees under                 
power lines. 
• Contact your nursery or  
garden center professional for 
help. 

  

Electronics Recycling Event 
 

Sat. May 12th, 2018  
9:00 am - 2:00 pm 
Mower County Fairgrounds 
700 12th St SW,  Austin, MN 
Phone: 437-9940 
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Austin Street Reconstruction 
Projects for 2018 

 1st St SW  
 19th St NE  
 5th St NW & 12th Ave NW  
 5th St SE, 7th St SE, 15th Ave SE, 
 8th Dr SE  

 14th & 15th Ave SW  
 

Projects involve significant closure and reconstruc-
tion of streets.  Most of the projects include water 
main replacement.  Some projects include electrical 
conversion from overhead to underground. 

During the month of February AU Employees raised 
$2,321 for Cancer Research at the Hormel Institute!  
Employees donated items to be raffled off and then 
purchased raffle tickets to win the prizes.  Pink ribbons 
were also sold  for a $1 donation.   

Media and AU Employees watch as the turbine room is demolished. 

Municipal Plant Demolition 
 

On February 27th Austin Utilities held a 

short private ceremony to commemorate 

the demolition of the main power plant 

building and turbine room on the Austin 

Municipal Plant (a.k.a. Downtown Power 

Plant) site. The Austin Municipal Plant was 

an iconic Austin landmark for many years.  

It provided the first electrification for street 

lighting in 1889, and in its prime provided 

31 megawatts of power generation and 

steam to a district heating system for the 

community of Austin. It was removed due 

to outdated technology to make room for a 

community recreation center. 


